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SUMMARY: MADRID STRIKE WAVE APPEARS TO HAVE ABATED SOMEWHAT, 
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ALTHOUGH KEY METALLURGICAL SECTOR STILL LARGELY EITHER ON STRIKE 
OR LOCKED OUT. RECENT DAYS HAVE ALSO WITNESSED SOME STRONG 
GOVT ACTIONS, INCLUDING MILITARIZATION OF NATION'S RAILROAD 
WORKERS AND DETENTIONS OF MEMBERS OF CLANDESTINE LABOR GROUPS AT 
TWO SEPARATE MEETINGS, ALTHOUGH THOSE DETAINED HAVE SINCE BEEN 
RELEASED. END SUMMARY 

1 . ALTHOUGH MADRID STRIKE ACTIVITY HAS CONTINUED AT 
RELATIVELY HIGH LEVEL, NUMBER OF WORKERS ON STRIKE (WHICH 
LAST WEEK EXCEEDED 150,000) HAS SUBSTANTIALLY DECLINED. 

MOST WORKERS HAVE RETURNED TO WORK IN: (A) CONSTRUCTION 
SECTOR, WHERE RENEWED CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS ARE MAKING 
RAPID PROGRESS; AND (B) TELEPHONE COMPANY, WHERE RESOLUTION 
OF CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS APPEARS IMMINENT. ADDITIONALLY, 

MADRID'S SUBWAY WORKERS, WHO HAD THREATENED TO STRIKE AGAIN 
JAN 19 (REF B), DECIDED TO WAIT UNTIL GOVT RENDERS ITS 
COMPULSORY ARBITRATION DECISION IN THE SUBWAY DISPUTE 
TODAY, FOLLOWING WHICH SUBWAY WORKERS WILL VOTE TOMORROW 
ON WHETHER OR NOT TO RESUME THEIR STRIKE. 

2. SECTORS STILL AFFECTED BY SUBSTANTIAL STRIKE ACTIVITY, 

HOWEVER, INCLUDE KEY METALLURGICAL SECTOR, WHERE MOST OF 
MAJOR FACTORIES IN MADRID INDUSTRIAL SUBURBS REMAIN CLOSED. 

AN ATTEMPT BY 12,000- WORKER CHRYSLER FACTORY TO REOPEN JAN 19 
WAS ABANDONED AFTER DEMONSTRATIONS BY STRIKING CHRYSLER 
WORKERS, PROTESTING SOME FIRINGS OF STRIKE RINGLEADERS BY 
THE COMPANY, HAD TO BE BROKEN UP BY POLICE. TWENTY-FOUR 
THOUSAND WORKER STAND ARD-ITT COMPANY HAS ANNOUNCED IT WILL 
ATTEMPT TO REOPEN ITS FOUR MADRID AREA FACTORIES TODAY, AND 
THIS REOPENING, IF SUCCESSFUL AND ITS WORKERS DO NOT 
IMMEDIATELY STRIKE AGAIN, MAY LEAD TO THE REOPENING OF 
SEVERAL OF THE OTHER CLOSED PLANTS OF OTHER COMPANIES. 

THE BANK SECTOR ALSO CONTINUES TO BE PLAGUED BY STRIKES, 

AND SOME LABOR AGITATION HAS COMMENCED IN TWO OF THE 
PRINCIPAL MADRID HOSPITALS. THERE IS ALSO LESSER STRIKE 
ACTIVITY AMONG METAL WORKERS IN BARCELONA, PAMPLONA, AND 
ZARAGOZA, AND 13,000 COAL MINERS AT GOVT COAL 
MINES IN ASTURIAS HAVE COMMENCED A STRIKE. CHARACTERISTIC 
OF CURRENT STRIKE WAVE IS FAVORED TACTIC OF WORKER 
ASSEMBLIES AND SIT-INS INSIDE CHURCHES AND A NEW TACTIC OF 
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LAST FEW DAYS OF STAGING HUNGER STRIKES. 

3. LABOR AGITATION AND THE THREAT OF A STRIKE AMONG 73,000 
WORKERS OF RENFE STATE-OWNED RAILROAD SYSTEM PROMPTED GOVT 
TO MILITARIZE RAILROAD WORKERS BY DRAFTING THEM INTO ARMY 
JAN 19, THUS NIPPING THREATENED STRIKE IN THE BUD. TRAINS 

ARE THUS NOW RUNNING NORMALLY, ALTHOUGH A CONCURRENT STRIKE 
HAS ERUPTED AMONG 2,500 WORKERS OF WAGONS-LITS COOK, ENDING 
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PULLMAN AND DINING SERVICE. MILITARIZATION OF RAILROAD 
WORKERS, ADDED TO LAST WEEK'S MILITARIZATION OF POSTAL 
EMPLOYEES (REF A), THUS BRINGS TOTAL OF 120,000 GOVT WORKERS 
UNDER MILITARY CONTROL. THESE MILITARIZATIONS HAVE INHIBITED 
WUBWAY WORKERS FROM STRIKING AGAIN. 

4. ADDITIONALLY POLICE ON JAN 16 ARRESTED 120 PERSONS MEETING 
IN OFFICES OF LONGADORMANT BUT LEGAL HOAC, OR CATHOLIC 
ACTION WORKERS' BROTHERHOOD. THOSE ARRESTED CONSTITUTED 
AN INFORMAL STRIKE COMMITTEE WHICH HAD BEEN SEEKING TO 
COORDINATE MADRID STRIKE WAVE. AND THEY INCLUDED 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM VAROUS CLANDESTINE LABOR 

GROUPS, WITH A HEAVY EMPHASIS ON THE CATHOLIC EXTREMIST 
ORT (PRINCIPAL NON-COMMUNIST COMPONENT OF WORKERS 
COMMISSION). BY JAN 21 ALL HAD BEEN RELEASED. THESE 
ARRESTS WERE FOLLOWED JAN 17 BY ARREST OF 55 PERSONS, 22 OF THEM 
LABOR LAWYERS, AT A PRIVATE HOME IN A MADRID SUBURB, 

MOST OF WHOM ARE PROMINENT PCE MEMBERS. ALTHOUTH HELD 
OVERNIGHT, ALL 55 WERE RELEASED THE NEXT DAY. 

5. COMMENT: GOVT’S FORCEFUL BUT RESTRAINED STANCE, AS 
DEMONSTRATED BY ACTUAL OR THREATENED MILITARIZATION WHEN 
STRIKES AFFECT PUBLIC SERVICES AS WELL AS BY DETENTION OF 
STRIKE LEADERS AND ACTIVISTS, APPEARS TO BE PAYING OFF WITH 

A DIMINUTION IN STRIKES. GOVT IS ALLOWING STRIKES IN 
PRIVATE SECTORS TO RUN THEIR COURSE AND IS ENCOURAGING 
WORKERS AND EMPLOYERS TO RESOLVE THEIR 
CONTRACT AND OTHER LABOR-RELATED PROBLEMS. 

STABLER 
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